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October 2018
This publica on for AAHC Members features
informa on, resources, regulatory and public
policy updates for home health and home care
providers.  Please forward to others you
consider will be interested in receiving this
information.

QUICK LINKS...

Calendar 
Resources 
Healthcare News 
Advocacy Alerts 

For more information, visit us online at: 
 www.azhomecare.org

Past Is s ues  of the Home Care Update are ava i lable
here*.
For information on adverti s ing in this  publ ication, click
here.

*Requires Member Login.

Note: We are upgrading our Find a Provider
Member Directory and Referral System.  Look for
an email to the Primary Contact for the
membership next week with a link to complete
an online form about your agency including which
insurance types you accept and services you
provide.  The more robust your profile*; the more
targeted referrals we can provide to you!  

Your listing in the Find a Provider Directory is a Members Only Benefit.  A basic listing is complimentary and

then you can upgrade your exposure with a Logo Ad for only $100 for a year. Learn More
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Regulatory Updates
Check out other updates, articles and resources online at www.azhomecare.org

Courtesy of the National Association for Home Care (NAHC) www.nahc.org

 Maximize Your Agency's Potential by Joining both the state and national association! 

NAHC Webinar on the Interpretive Guidelines - Oct 16
In September 2018 NAHC presented a webinar on the CMS interpretative guidelines for
the home health conditions of participation (HHCoP) and the response was overwhelming
- they are re-running the webinar for members-only . Learn More

Special Notice: AAHC is in the process of planning a workshop with Arizona DHS on the
new CoPs, Interpretive Guidelines and the department's focus for survey - we will be
announcing the date soon!

CMS Issues Instructions for the Misuse of RAPs
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has issued Change Request 10789
that adds a new section to the Medicare Program Integrity Manual addressing actions the
Medicare Administrative Contractors (MACs) should implement when potential fraud,
waste or abuse is identified in relation to home health agency's misuse of requests for
anticipated payments (RAPs).
Read More.

HHA Quality Reporting Reconsideration Requests to be
Submitted Electronically
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) recently released  
Change Request (CR) 10874, which requires home health agencies (HHAs) to submit
reconsiderations for quality reporting payment reductions to the MACs electronically. 
If a HHA does not submit required quality data, annual payment updates (APU) for the
year are reduced by 2 percentage points.  Read More. 
 

The AAHC Career Center Offers Affordable Postings with Expanded Reach
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State Updates
Check out other updates, articles and resources online at www.azhomecare.org

State Rules for Medical Facilities Under Review
The Arizona Department of Health Services is currently reviewing the administrative Rules
for all medical facilities including home health.  AAHC has formed a Taskforce to review
the proposed changes and provide comments back to DHS.  If you are interested in
serving on this Taskforce, please email Marie at info@azhomecare.org.  

LIVE & ON-DEMAND TRAININGLIVE & ON-DEMAND TRAINING

Members enjoy significant savings!Members enjoy significant savings!

eLearning for Home Care Professionals is an effective and
affordable option to get the training and information you need
to be successful.  Featuring industry nationally-recognized
experts and relevant topics in a high-quality, convenient learning experience.  

Upcoming Webinars:   

Nov 6: Customer Service & How to Deal with Difficult People  ($149*) Learn More
Nov 9: HSAG Behavioral Health Series - SSI/SSDI: Similar but Very Different (N/C)
Learn More

Click here to view the Calendar of upcoming programs - select eLearning as the category or look for the

eLearning symbol.  

Quality Updates
Check out other updates, articles and resources online at www.azhomecare.org

Home Health Quality is on the Rise
The Alliance for Home Health Quality & Innovation (Alliance) has recently released the
2018 Home Health Chartbook, providing a broad overview of home health patients, the
home health workforce, organizational trends, and the economic contribution of home
health agencies. The Chartbook also provides data on 30-day rehospitalization rates.
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This data book, compiled and charted by Avalere, summarizes and analyzes statistics on
home health from a range of government sources, including the Medicare Current
Beneficiary Survey, Bureau of Labor Statistics, the U.S. Department of Commerce,
Medicare Cost Reports, Home Health Compare, Medicare fee-for-service claims, and
other data from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.  Download the
Report: http://ahhqi.org/images/uploads/AHHQI_2018_Chartbook_09.21.2018.pdf 

Home Health PEPPER  - Annual Comparison Report Offers
Insight into Key Risk Areas

Annually, the TMF Health Quality Institute (a Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services'
contractor) issues Program for Evaluating Payment Patterns Electronic Reports (PEPPERs)
for hospice, home health, and a number of other Medicare-certified provider types. The
PEPPER Report provides organization-specific data for services/care patterns that may be
potential risk areas for improper payment, and data at the state, Medicare Administrative
Contractor (MAC) jurisdiction, and national levels for comparison.  Read More.

Are you a member of the Home Health QI Campaign? 
If you are not participating in this initiative, what are you waiting for? 
It's free and provides invaluable information design just for home
health providers.  Visit: http://www.homehealthquality.org and
register.  Please contact the AAHC office if you have any questions, we
are HHQI LANE (Local Area Network for Excellence) for Arizona. 

Arizona Institute for Healthcare Leadership
Discount for AAHC Members!
The Arizona Institute for Healthcare Leadership program provides high potential leaders in
healthcare organizations the necessary skills to become exceptional leaders.

 
Who in your organization needs new skills to succeed in their current
or next role? Effective leadership development doesn't just happen on the
job, it evolves through rich experiences, research proven techniques and tools, and
knowledge exchange with other leaders. This program is designed to develop healthcare
professionals with the leadership skills needed to grow their career and increase value to
your organization. 

As a member benefit you will receive a $250 discount! 
Please click here for more information, including how to register.

Note: Applications are due by Nov 16th.  Space is limited, ensure availability and save an
additional $250 by applying before Sep 20th.  Program runs Jan-Oct 2019. For more information
contact  Joanne@RisingStarsLLC.com or 480-840-6024.

Public Policy Updates
Check out other updates, articles and resources online at www.azhomecare.org
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Legislation to Stop Home Health Rate Cuts Introduced 

The Bipartisan Budget Act (BBA) of February 2018 authorized CMS to make rate
adjustments on the basis of assumptions of provider behavior in response to payment
model changes. CMS responded by proposing a 6.42 percent rate reduction in its annual
update in July. H.R. 6932, sponsored by Reps. Ralph Lee Abraham It is vital that the home
health community speak loudly and with one voice on this matter. By using
NAHC's Legislative Action Center, you can contact your
representatives in Congress and ask them to support S. 3458 and protect home health
patients and providers today. Congress can protect home health, but we need your voice
to make it happen.

Key Medicaid Home Health Bill Advances in Congress

Bipartisan legislation to reauthorize a federal demonstration program to help Medicaid
patients receive long-term care in their own homes and communities won approval on
September 11, 2018 from the Energy and Commerce Committee's subcommittee on
Health in the House of Representatives. The EMPOWER (Ensuring Medicaid Provides
Opportunity for Widespread Equity, Resources) Care Act (H.R. 5306) will reauthorize the
Money Follows the Person (MFP) demonstration for another year. This program enables some
Medicaid patients, such as the elderly or disabled, move from institutional care back into their
own homes. Learn More

Medicare Legislation Affecting Home Health and Hospice Moves through
Congress
The House of Representatives approved a series of legislation impacting the Medicare
program with implications for the home health and hospice benefits. All of these
measures still need to receive consideration by the Senate where they will likely need a
legislative vehicle to be attached to. What that vehicle may be is yet to be
determined. Learn More.

National Updates
Check out other updates, articles and resources online at www.azhomecare.org.

Courtesy of the National Association for Home Care (NAHC) www.nahc.org

 Maximize Your Agency's Potential by Joining both the state and national association! 

Home Care GAO Study Published - Workforce & Funding
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) has published a report on states struggling
with workforce and funding issues in their Medicaid home and community based services
programs. GAO studied 26 HCBS programs across five states (Arizona, Florida,
Mississippi, Montana, and Oregon). They outlined three specific challenges states are
facing: Workforce, Complex Medical Needs, and Funding. Read More
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Be a Informed Voice for
Patients & Families

AAHC partners with NAHC to educate
legislators on the effect proposed and
current legislation has on our ability to

provide accessible quality care for patients
and families.  

Click here to access a free, easy-to-use
online tool for contacting elected officials.

Connect with Your Colleagues!
Get involved in your association and help

provide leadership for the home health
industry.  We have several committees and
workgroups - connect with your colleagues

and be a part of something impactful. 
 

For more info on volunteer opportuni ties , click here.

MEMBER RESOURCES
Get connected to the
information and resources
you need to be successful. 
Learn More

PATIENT RESOURCES
Looking for information to
share with your Patients
and their Families?  Check
out our resources page
designed just for them.
Learn More

*AAHC Member Price.

GET INVOLVED
Ready to have a positive
impact in the industry?
 Volunteering for an AAHC
Workgroup is a fantastic
way to not only network
with your colleagues but
influence change at the
state level. Learn More

INDUSTRY NEWS
Check out a variety of
articles about the home
health industry.  
Learn More

FIND A VENDOR
Looking for a supplier of
products or services to the
home health community?
Check out the AAHC Vendor
Member Directory. 
Learn More

NEED ASSISTANCE?
Member Assistance is just
a phone call or click away! 
Call (480) 491-0540 or send
an email to:
info@azhomecare.org. 

The Arizona Association for Home Care (AAHC) is the
statewide nonprofit association for home health care
providers and supporters in Arizona. Founded in 1983,
AAHC provides leadership to the home health care industry
through education, advocacy, resources and partnerships.
AAHC is an affiliate member of the National Association for
Home Care and Hospice (NAHC). 

Our Mission is to advance quality home care as an integral component of the health care delivery
system through leadership, education, advocacy and partnerships with affiliated organizations. 
For more information, call (480) 491-0540 or visit us online at www.azhomecare.org.

© Arizona Association for Home Care. All Rights Reserved.
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